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Paſſing the BILL 
AGAINST 
bl . 
Humbly Offer d to the Houl: of LOR DS, as it ha; 
Paſid the Honourable Houſe of COMMONS. 
HEREAS JAMES WHISTO N has ſet forth the Calamities of En- 

gland mn the ſeveral Permicious Eftects, Occahioned by the Sale of Offices, Ofc. 

And has more particularly LevclPd the Subject of his Diſcourſe, at the Cor- 

ruption, Oppreſlion, and Male-Adminiſtration of, and in the City of London, 
through her preſent unyult and Arbitrary Sale of Offices z And ſome Papers having bun  - f 
ſince publiſh'd in Vindication of the great Truths he has Aﬀerted : And alſo, the Ho- 
nourable Houſe of Commons having, in their great Wiſdom, Pats'd a Bil! accordingl”, now 
lying betore.the Houſe of Lords, tor Redretling that Univerſal Grievance z Upon wich 
{ome of the Magi!trates of London, and other Favourcrs ot a Bad Caufe, have, in d<ience of | 
the Mercinary diſpoſal of Othces, Put in their Petition, and Engay'd their utc; nioft \ 28 
Intereti againtt the Paſſing of the ſaid bu, which being, not able ro | tiect, they till, 
as true Champions for the taid Publick Szles, and coniquently all the Oppraions thar 
attend them, endeavour to deteat the good Intentions of the Honorable Houſe of Com- 
mons in their ſaid Bill, labouring to Check its Force and Vertue by clogging, it with ulcleſs 
Riders, and reliritive and pernicious Limitations to cxcuſe Themſelves. 


THESE Farther Arguments are therefore humbly offered for cuforcing the Reationa- 
bleneſs of paſſing the Bill, and more particularly to Expole the in'uliice vt their endex- 
vours who wou'd Obltruct it. 

THE S:le of all Offices longs to the City of London,jis ſuppoſcd to 4nount to n2ar 
180000 Pounds : Now (take all the Othices, greater and leſs togcthcr) ency ae bought 
at about Three years Purchaſe And conlequently with the honeir diſcharge ot their Seve- 
ral Poſts, there 1s about 60000 Pounds per Annum to be Advanced to pay their Purchiſc- 
Money ; but as 'tis notoriouſly known, that moli of theſe Purcizaters pct Eitates (many 
of *em conſiderable ones; ) So 'tis not at all to be doubted but that, on. with the other, 
they get more than double the Summ of 60000 Pounds per Anumm, and all this by 3 
Geyeral Extortion trom the Peoples Purles, occationd wholly by ſuch S/rs, char buch 
encourape that gcneral Oppreton andgndemnihe the Oppreſiour ; when the Magiftracy 
that otherwiſe it ould redre(s and ounſh all Extortions,is now obligcd to indulyc & tavour 
them, only that they may haze opportunity to enrich themſelves by an unverſ} Spoil 
and Depredation ( for ſuch are the Effects ot the Sales) chicfly Kapm'd trom the Poor 
It being inconſitient both with the Juttice and Prudence cf all Governments that the Pab- 
lick ſh@uld be facrinced to PrivateInterchi, | 


HOW hard this Load mult lie, cven upon the Pooreft, may be ſcen in the preſent cx- 
ited Price of the Fifteen Col-meeters and Ten Corn-mecters Fake The tirti at 1760 
Pounds cach, and the latter at 1300 Pounds, amounting in all to 332500 Puunds, Now 
how mult the excetlive Purchaſe-Mony of near 4000 Pounds be aniwer'd, but by an cx- 
traordinary and inhumane 7ax (it We may fo _ » With ſubmiſſion, a down-right 

. 4 * and | [ 


» 4h 


BRIT 2505 res > 44-4087 


(2) 


and barc-fac*d Oppreſſion.) upon the very Bread that gocs mto the mouths of the Pgctef 
Beggars, and upon the Fire that warms them in their Rag,os and Nakednets? Thus the 
Common Fruits of the Earth and the Elements thenuclves muit be Fir'd to maintain 
the Riot and Luxury of Oppreſlion and Tyrannical Extertion. Belides, theſe Twy very 
Othccs, with two Thirds more in the City, are ſupertluvous, being the Creatures of the 
Chair, (and of no neceſfary and Legitimate Production ) tave Guly Paying ſuch rgymnd 
Sunms tor barc titular Employments, they are thereby contiivd at, in Impoling (uch 
Arbitrary Taxcs upon the Subject to Re-1mburſerhcir Purthaie-Money, 


OF the fame Stan is the Office of the Lord Mayor's Six Toung Men {0 c211'd, who Pay 
about 500 Pounds a piece for their Places z which, as they are manay'd.have no Found. 
tion cither in Neccthity or Reaſon. Where a parcel of Julty Fellows; hire themſelves with 
grcat Sanims ot Money to walk about the Markets, and thould peevent the Sale of dc- 
{ive Victuals, co. and detett all falle Weights and Mcaturth, Es and ic&tthe Corn- 
mon Annovanc.s and Gricvanccs in the Streets, #e. whicty K they were 16 julily Re- 
formed as they might be, it would deprive them of making any thing near the Value of 
the Money they paid tor their Pl.ces, which can be readvanccd no uthcer way than by 


their being in Fce with the Puribns by whom "tis luppoicd thofſe Nulances and Abulcs 


nat be Committed 3 So that it neceſſarily inters a Comuvance and Tolcration of what 
they are Commuion'd to Supprels and Remedy. In tine, the Channel of Coumnon Juttic. 
15 mitcrably obliructed by the Sale of Offices and their Dependancics. 


AS for Inltance ; He that ſues in the City Courts, tho' for a Jult debt of Three 6: 1 4 41 
Puunds, ſtands obliged (meerly, by the Depravity of Cutiom in the Particuluy complany 
of ) to pay largcr Fees than the Law will allow him back again In Cviis, by which 
incans the Creelitor loſes one Pound to recover three, potlibly twice as much as he vcrs 
by the honett Sale of his Goods when he 1s paid 3 nor is the Opprallion lets on the Dctcn- 
dants fide : So that the very Law that ſhoald give Relict, 15 render'd a nicer Snare and 
in{rumcnt of Opprefſion : And all this purcly owing to the aforeſaid Sales; tor other- 
wile the [everal Officers would ve Contented with their retpeQive Legal Fees, or at leati 
hb. key ( by the Authority ot the Magilirate ) within thoſe Bounds as thould totally 
Chcck all Exa&tions: For 'tis not Propolcd that any Perſon's Mcrit ſhall Recommend 
Him to 2 Place, and then Countcnance him in Demanding extravagant Fecs tor doing 
hisDuty ; but that all things be limited to ſuch 2 Regulation as the Common= Hall thall 
think tit; which would abundantly tend to the Eafe and Satisfaction of the Subject. For 
is highly worth our Conſideration, That this Corruption 15 fo far from bcing counte- 
AT by the general Inelimation of the City, that the Common-Cornci! have been otten 
Dctirous to make Laws 2gainlt it, and have only been Obttructed and Over-power'd 


by the Char. 


I F it be Objected that the Mayoralty and Shrievaltics require any ſuch Perguiſites. as the 
{aid Sales, for keeping up the Grandeur of the Chair, &c, In Anfwer to that feeble Pre- 
tenſion, It is humbly Reply'd, That the Allegation 1s not True; for the Mayor has above 
3000 Pounds por Anmm mcident to the Mayoralty, and the Sheriffs about 10co Pounds 
pr Annu, belid.s Fincs and Felon's Goods, which frequently amount to above three 
times as much. Morcover, It 1s notorioully, evident, that the greate!t Part of the for- 
mer City-Fcaltings are now, by Themſelves, Jaid alide: Infomuch that it appears an ir- 
reconcilavle Picce of Injuſtice, that they thould Sell fo many Othces ; nay, and tor highcr 
Priccs, an: yet take ſuch Provident Care, that the Expence of 2heir Grandeur, Hoſpits- 
lity and Charge, thou'd dwindle and leflen almolt to nothing. However, it any {ici 
Fxtravagance were requilite to maintain the City's Honour, ©&c. Wou'd it not be more 
Reaſonable and Humane to raiſe ſuch Monies by a General Tax upon the City, than to 
{queere it trom the imall Remains of the Unfortunate ? In thor, it the Sale of Ofhces 
were wholly rooted out, it is hardly to be unagin'd, what infinite Summs might be 11- 
ved by it, fccins, that upon a Computation of the Exactions, through the whole King- 
dom, occation'd purcly by Mercenary Adminiſtrations of numerous and ſeveral unne- 
-clary Othcers, We may reaſonably Venture to athrm, That there is more Moncy drain'd 
v1 that very Account, through the whole mop of the Nation in one ycar, than would 
halt pay the large!t Tax that has bcen yer levied tor Carrying on the War. And of this 
WC are Crtain, That nothing can more Illultrate the Glory and Wiſdom of our Patr;ots 
1t the Helm, than to do Juſtice to the Publick. In attcrly Protuviting the Sale of all man- 
wr of Offices, clnzcially at this Tune z For it ſoems a little hard, that Two Hands thoi'd 
draw trom one Pocket, That when with one Cheartul Hand we are to heartily and 
Jargely Contributing towards the Netence of our Country and Liberacs, this Pick-pocket 
Thict, call'd Exturtion, {hou'd divc lo decply into onr Purlcs. 


THIS: 4etircd Retrenchment wou'd make Pablick Offices become the Reward of Mc- 
rit and Vertuc, to the utter Cont:y1on and everlatiing Diſcouragement of that general and 
c ying Vice of Extortion which now retgns amongſt us, trom thar Peft of rhe Nation, who 
buy their Places, only to Fnrich themfelves, and Prey upon their Neighbours, 
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WE. ſhall Conclide wich ſome ſhore Reflections on the Weakneſs of their Cauſe who 
endcavour to def-nd their Arbitrary City-Marts and Mirkcts of Places, Trutt, and Power y 
when they have never veniiur?d to anſwer (as inde*d being unalle to to do) the juit Curn- 
plaints publith'd by J AMES WHISTON, which were in fo high a meature the 
Foundation of Bringing in the faid Bz!, and have only had the Tonhience of expoling 
a Paper, induſiriouily nanded only to tone few Note Friends, called, Th: Caje of the 
Lord Mayor and-Aidermcn of the City of LONDON # Felat-on to contmne the Sale of Offices in 
the ſaid City. Which was ſince jultly rejccred by the Hſe of Lords, the greatels Con- 
tents whereof, we leave to any Judicious Reader to examme of what notorious Fallities 
they arc compoſed, it being a ttrons Argument of a delpairing Caule, that zyants Un- 
cruths, and of hardcn'd Advocates that make xſe of them, in their Vindication, 


HOWEVER, They have this Advantage, that they carry their Plea with a very high 
Hand. making ufc of all their {tronyelt Private Intereſt, and firong Parſe. v:z, 1n Lear- 
ned Conncil, Florid Arguments, High Sollicitaticns, &c. When on the other t:de, the 
Adverſe Party againſt moe ( under no Motive of Malice, or any Hopes of Reward, or 
Selt-Interelt whatever, but purcly tor the ſ300d ot his Country )) with none ot a!l thele 
Aids. comcs wholly Naked to the Field, with only the Pebble from the Brock called Truth. 
tO combate the Golrah. So that upon the whole Matter, v4. the eainett and univerſal 
Petircs ot the People on the one Hand, to have the Bll againtt the Sale ot Othces to 
pals both Houſcs, and the indetatigable and reril2{s Induſtry of forme of the City Mz- 
gittrates and Ofhcers on the other, to obltruct and oprole it, 1s very obſc; vable, W hat 
thould be the Reaſon of theic two contrary Endeavours ? Certunly they mutt ſpring 
from Ends, as di:'crent in their Naturcs. as they arc oppoſite in their Actious, In ſhort 
*is this, The One only begs Relict under an unutt and infupportable Atlii&tiunz The 
Other uſe aMl their Artifice to ſupport an unjuir Putetlion. Theone requeſts only to be fe- 
cured in their Legai Rights,and Native Liberties 3 The Ochcr to be conniv'd at m untaw= 
tu! Viiurpations and Invations. Tic One Petitions only tor the Re-Efiabliſhment of ba- 
nitht Equity and Jutiicez The Orhcr contends for Riches and Protit, with tull Mouth 
crying up the Great Diana 01. Avarice and Corruption, upon which alone all their Hopes 
and Expectations do infircly depond., This Party pluming, 1t felt in the Contdence of 
hired Fricnds, and Rbctaricel Exprottions, And that, relying folely on the Merits of the 
Cauſe, and Favonr of Hone!t Men. Ihot Truth is always modcti,. yet at att the will be 
Victor:ous. She may indeed be Over-powercd, Lut earlingver be Subducd. Swong Lines 
and hne coucht Periods may Mit-repretent her, but ſhe can never be Cornuptide S!cmay 
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be Diſzuiſcd, but cannot be Detormed. 


ONE Argument us'd by their Learned Ad vocates againſt the Reafonablincls anl Tufice 
of this to much delired þ1i/l, 15 of {0 quaint ax Contexture, and of 19 una<countable Conſe- 
quence, that it can no means be pafled by, without forme {mall Remark. Amon? many 
Jeancd ©NMuvaons and Deducions tiom the Prewilcs. the Gentleman were picatcd to 
atirim., Thut the Sale of Places, is ſo fx from Rik w Tent tion and Induccement to Corrieption 
anl EF xi; that the very giving of Money, is adouwblet aution won the Perſon Buying, that 
he {ball behave bimſ-!f in bis Office, mote Homeltly 22d Cpreightly, &c. Now, we thould be 
very glad to know in what Aye, and what Put of the World this Netton was hatchd. 
All Governments, In all times, have Condemn'd and torbid it, as filly appcars in the 
abovc-mentioncd 2 "OK Nay, ſome of our ver y City-Magttiratcs and Oticers, that now 
Stickle to much againtt the Þ:l}, before they came into Ottice, will tro Convert all re lhe 
they were Owne!s of into Sutyr, on Purpolc to have a Laih ac che Toleation of tac 
Abominable Practice here complain d of. We contets 'tis a tingular Thought. and be- 
vond Comprchention : *'T1s certain, there 1s no Enemy to the Government m England, 
that has Money in his Pocket, and dctpairs of King © f2mes s Return, but ought to Ems 
brace it, and return Thanks tor the Information; And conſequently den.and a Legal! En- 
trance into: Fruii. upon tht only Qualihcation, viz. ot Paying h's Money ; For if Prr- 
chaſing be a Double Caution, as tice StuceVers fuggcit, there 1s no Necd at all of an Oath of 
Fidelity, &Cc, 


BUT we have a better Opinion of theſe Gentlements great Abilities, than to belicve 
it could ever enter into their Minds, that tuch Arguments, ſhould in the leati prejudice 
{0 Fatt and Reatonable a Bil, mn the Judgment of Perſons, to Honourable and Diicerning, 
25 thoſe Noble Lo-ds, to whom the Harangue was Addreti. Thus Eraſmrrs wrote a Book 
in Pr:ife of Foy; net mar ke intended to pertuade Mankind.that *twas a dctirable Thing 
to be out of their NV it, and tuin Fools: But (fris pretum'd, with the faine detien. as 
chele Gentlemen made thei Speech) ro ſhow his own Parts, and expote a Cenmon Vice. 
But how Vigorouly tyever, the Learned Gentlemen of the Long tube behav'd themielves 
at the lords Bar, in behalt of ther City Clients z, yet being asK'd in the Lobby, by their 
Opponent / HISTON, With what Contidence, Men of their Honour, Reputation, and 
In:cgrity, could 10 tar Prevar.cate with their Conlcicnces, as to Obtrude iuch thametul 
Falticics, dopihiity, and Amutcment, tur Truth, Reatcn, and Argument ; they very inge- 
nuoully made Antwer, 4 :.4t they Argucd as Counſelors, not 35 Chritttans, 
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